“Woollett has done it again ... A cautionary tale inspired by true events,
by one of my favourite authors. Read this book now.” J.P. POMARE




LAURA ELIZABETH WOOLLETT THE NEWCOMER BOOK CLUB NOTES

Dear Book Clubbers,

A friend once told me that, if your life is going well at 27, it will go to hell at

28. She blamed this on Saturn’s return — an astrological rite of passage, in which

Saturn returns to the position it was in at the time of your birth. If you make it to
- 30, you've lived through a full lap of Saturn around the sun.

‘ ’Saturn is the cosmic Grim Reaper. A reminder that time is finite, actions have
- consequences, and chaos comes for us all. Afraid of losing control, Saturn devours

~ his own children.

“At 27, my life seemed to be going places. Then I was 28, and what once came easily
‘not only didn’t come — it didn’t seem worth doing. I didn’t recognise myself. A -
‘numbness encased me, cracked open by monthly mood ings that left me even
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uhna Novak is the child of my Satums return. Unhke me, she doesn’t surviv
10t because she doe n't want to live, but because somebody kills he
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The Newcomer begins from Judy’s perspective on the day of Paulina’s murder.
What was the significance of highlighting the crime victim’s mother in this way?

“There’s no justice. There’s just senselessness, and living with the senselessness”
What do you think of ]udy’s statement? s there any justice in 7he Newcomer?

Is Pauhna a different person on Fairfolk Island than on the mainland? What clo
we learn about Pauhnas life in Sydney and the events leadln up to her move to

_, ‘Paulina refuses to leave Fairfolk, even v
nsist on staymg> What does the i
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Laura Elizabeth Woollett is the author of a short story
collection, The Love of a Bad Man (Scribe, 2016), and

two novels, Beautifiul Revolutionary (Scribe, 2018) and

The Newcomer. The Love of a Bad Man was shortlisted for the
Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for Fiction and the Ned
Kelly Award for Best First Fiction. Beautiful Revolutionary
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https://twitter.com/lewoollett
https://www.instagram.com/lauraelizabethwoollett/
https://www.lauraelizabethwoollett.com/
https://scribepublications.com.au/books-authors/books/the-newcomer

